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No official attempt is made to suppress views such as
these, and any group of citizen-? wishing to conduct religious
worship is at liberty to do so, having access to premises
free of charge, (hough responsibility for the pay of die priest
and repair and insurance of the building are first charges on
its resources.

Some 50,000 priests live (oday in ihe Soviet Union. They
are as free to vote at the polls as any other citizen.

I could quote, in substantiation, of these statements,
from my own experiewe, or from that of a Russian Emigre
abbot from New York, who had visited me in 1937,
immediately after his visit to the .Soviet Union, where
he had travelled without let or hindrance from north to
south and in his priestly iobr:s; or from many another
source; but let these, brief quotations from Mr. Alan Cash,
a Canadian traveller and observer, suflicc:--

"The congregation (of a church in Leningrad) nearly
filled the church, and people of all ages were represented,
although most of them were elderly. . . . One of the
priests was quite young, but his enthusiasm was patent
to all. Passers-by took little notice when the crowd
poured out into the street. , * . It was the same in
Moscow, where I saw a priesL walking through the streets
in the usual long grey robes and with his hair rolled up
in a knot on the back of his head. . * . At Tiflis I went a
round of churches wil'h a young Georgian, who had been
in the U.S.A. for many years, . . . St. Simons Cathedral,
now more than a thousand years old, had not been
damaged In any way.'1

Mr. Cash tells of apriest at ano thcr new churchin Tiflis, who

" told us that the. priests had been persecuted there
considerably, but he did not blame the government.
Ii was duo to over-zscalotis local officials, and as soon as
the government learnt what was going on it promptly
put a stop to it. The Church, he admitted quite frankly,
had taken an acfivc part in anti-revolutionary work and
had suffered the consequences. One of his own bishops